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Talking points for Discussion:

Role of water quality in the coronavirus pandemic
• Can coronavirus spread through drinking water?
• How safe is swimming in recreational facilities?
• Can the virus spread through wastewater? 

Safe water access for vulnerable communities
• Many water utilities are understaffed
• Maintenance work is difficult in lockdown
• Many communities are already water starved

Implications for the Global South
• Populations with insufficient safe water access
• Cities that produce untreated wastewater effluents 

Developing early warning in anticipation of second wave
• Can Earth Observations-based tools or indices help?
• How can geoscientists and health professionals inform?
• Can we identify vulnerable communities ahead of outbreaks?
• Can wastewater testing help detect community level infection?
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Useful resources:

WHO: WASH and Waste Management for the COVID-19 virus
file:///Users/asa/Downloads/WHO-2019-nCoV-IPC_WASH-2020.3-eng.pdf

Water and COVID-19 FAQs
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/water.html

Recent news articles:

Use the COVID-19 crisis to fix the water crisis
https://thehill.com/opinion/energy-environment/498343-use-the-covid-19-crisis-to-fix-the-water-crisis

Can COVID-19 Coronavirus Live In Water?
https://www.forbes.com/sites/brucelee/2020/05/03/can-covid-19-coronavirus-live-in-water-what-about-drinking-water-and-swimming/#5eea2aff4360

Waste not: Poop will be key in mitigating a second wave of coronavirus
https://www.timesofisrael.com/waste-not-poop-will-be-key-in-mitigating-a-second-wave-of-coronavirus/

Americans are told to wash hands to fight coronavirus. But some don’t trust the tap
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/americans-are-told-to-wash-hands-to-fight-coronavirus-but-some-dont-trust-the-tap
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