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Quarterly Plenary Telecon 

February 22, 2019 

 

In Attendance:  28 participants 

John Haynes (NASA HQ), Helena Chapman (NASA HQ), Juli Trtanj (NOAA), Sue Estes (U. of 

Alabama in Huntsville), Trisha Castranio (NIH/NIEHS), Helen Amos (NASA Goddard), Dorian 

Janney (NASA Goddard), Jennifer Wei (NASA Goddard), Steven Pawson (NASA Goddard), Dave 

Borges (NASA Langley), Josh Colston (John Hopkins U.), Niloofar Ganjian (George Washington U.), 

Mark Gibson (Dalhousie U.), Josh Glasser (Department of State), Elizabeth Hilborn (EPA), Patti 

Bright (USGS/USAID), Luis Fernando Chaves (National Reference Lab, Costa Rica), Andreas 

Skouloudis (Joint Research Centre, Italy), Didier Davignon (Meteorological Service of Canada), 

Stéphanie Brazeau (Public Health Agency of Canada), Rifat Hossain (WHO), Joy Shumake-Guillemot 

(WHO/WMO), Karin Troncoso (PAHO), Merrie Beth Neely (GEO AquaWatch), Juan Castillo (Clean 

Air Institute), Kristin Wegner (UCAR/GLOBE), Lyn Wigbels (UCAR/GLOBE), Makyba Charles-

Ayinde (NSF). 

 

 

Summary Notes: 

 

John Haynes (NASA HQ) opened the telecon by sharing the news about the recent partnership 

between the Group on Earth Observations (GEO) Health Community of Practice (CoP) and the 

American Geophysical Union (AGU), which was announced at the AGU Fall Meeting 2018. He stated 

that this partnership will enhance interdisciplinary collaborations that use Earth observations (EO) to 

improve health decision-making. He summarized the meeting agenda that began with invited 

presentations on key international projects and continued with an overall discussion on the priority 

focus areas that can advance GEO and AGU efforts. This was followed with the collective review and 

commentary of the GEO Health CoP Work Plan, which was led by Work Plan section leaders. He 

mentioned that this meeting served as a valuable step to support the further development of the Earth 

Observations for Health (EO4HEALTH) as a GEO initiative. 

 

Juli Trtanj (NOAA) provided a brief summary about the First Global Forum for Heat and Health, an 

initiative of the Global Heat Health Information Network (GHHIN), which was held from December 

17-20, 2018, in Hong Kong.  

 

Helena Chapman (NASA HQ) mentioned that new articles and activities have been added to the 

GEO Health CoP website. She encouraged CoP members to share updates – activities, conferences, 

publications – and reminded attendees that the GEO Health CoP website is a resource for all members.  

 

Kristin Wegner (UCAR/GLOBE) provided a brief description of the Global Learning and 

Observations to Benefit the Environment (GLOBE) Program, focusing on the “GLOBE Zika 

Education and Prevention” and the “GLOBE Mission Mosquito” (GLOBE Observer Mosquito Habitat 

Mapper, GO MHM). She mentioned that Lyn Wigbels (UCAR/GLOBE), Dorian Janney (NASA 

Goddard), and Helen Amos (NASA Goddard) are fellow GEO Health CoP members working on these 

GLOBE projects. These projects, supported by NASA, NOAA, NSF, and the U.S. Department of 

State, collect data on mosquitoes in 22 Zika-affected countries for global mapping, plus an additional 

seven countries participating in the project. Currently with 40,000 data points, the team aims to reach 

100,000 data points by the end of the project. These data can be used to help scientists predict new 

outbreaks as well as expand the citizen science participation. Additionally, Kristin mentioned that the 
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GLOBE Mission Mosquito Campaign coordinates monthly GLOBE Mosquito Mission webinars for 

two distinct audiences: teachers and citizen scientists. She invited members to become involved by 

using the GO MHM app to collect and utilize the data for research projects or outreach initiatives, 

including public health initiatives. She concluded that they aimed to continue strengthening 

connections to the public health and citizen science communities. 

 

Juli Trtanj (NOAA) led the GEO Health CoP Work Plan discussion. Through this extensive review of 

each Work Plan section, she requested any final feedback from CoP members that would strengthen 

the statement of goals, outcomes, and identification of EO and prediction requirements for health. 

During this discussion, several CoP members contributed their perspectives to the respective Work 

Plan sections. Furthermore, this open discussion facilitated side discussions on these Work Plan topics. 

 Karin Troncoso (PAHO) offered to draft different opportunities in the Americas region for 

potential engagement with CoP members. 

 Luis Fernando Chaves (National Reference Lab, Costa Rica) described his interest to learn 

more about the GLOBE Program. Kristin Wegner (UCAR/GLOBE) and Lyn Wigbels 

(UCAR/GLOBE) mentioned that they would connect Luis Fernando with their GLOBE 

contacts in Costa Rica.  

 Helen Amos (NASA Goddard) offered her assistance with the GLOBE database for CoP 

members who are interested in learning more about the GLOBE Program.  

 Joy Shumake-Guillemot (WHO/WMO) reiterated the importance to incorporate the element 

of early warning systems in our CoP discussions. 

 Elizabeth Hilborn (EPA) emphasized the environmental factors (e.g., turbidity in water) that 

are associated with pathogen growth. Due to the interest expressed in the telecon discussion, 

Merrie Beth Neely (GEO AquaWatch) coordinated a brief telecon, immediately after the 

GEO Health CoP telecon, to facilitate a side discussion about turbidity in water and pathogen 

growth. 

 

Several CoP members provided additional resources for other CoP members:  

 Dorian Janney (NASA Goddard) provided some additional GLOBE resources, including the 

Mission Mosquito newsletter and webinar mailing list, access to the GLOBE Mission Mosquito 

webpage, and where to find additional resources related to this effort.  

 Helen Amos (NASA Goddard) provided some additional GLOBE resources, including the 

ability to visualize GLOBE mosquito data on a world map in near real-time and download 

mosquito data from the GLOBE database. She also mentioned details about the upcoming 

CitSci2019 Conference, which will be held from March 13-17, 2019, in Raleigh, North 

Carolina. 

 

Juli Trtanj (NOAA) and Helena Chapman (NASA HQ) encouraged members to share upcoming 

conferences and form small GEO Health CoP side meetings with participating members. Helena closed 

the telecon and mentioned that the next quarterly telecon would be scheduled within the next three 

months. 

 

Adjourned: 11:00 AM EST 
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